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Abstract

This research aims to study the economic problems of border trade in Buke Ta
Subdistrict  Municipality, Waeng District, Narathiwat Province, and to explore
approaches for developing border trade in the area. The study is qualitative in nature,
employing in-depth interviews with 14 participants, including the municipal mayor,
government officials, village headmen, tok imam (religious leaders), entrepreneurs,
local traders, and residents of Buke Ta Subdistrict Municipality. The participants were
selected to represent diverse occupational backgrounds.

The findings reveal that border trade in Buke Ta still faces multiple constraints,
such as underdeveloped infrastructure, inconvenient transportation, lack of autonomy
in customs management, complex state regulations and policies, as well as limited
skills among the workforce and the prevalence of informal businesses. These
challenges hinder the border economy from reaching its full potential.

Appropriate development approaches should include improving infrastructure
and logistics systems, establishing a distribution center, promoting local product
processing and value addition, organizing trade promotion activities, and fostering
economic and social cooperation with Malaysia. These measures must be carried out
alongside supporting small-scale entrepreneurs, creating a potential border market,
and enhancing the quality of life of local people in accordance with the area’s context.

The study highlights that developing border trade in Buke Ta requires
simultaneous efforts in structural, legal, human resource, and international
cooperation dimensions, in order to strengthen economic security, distribute income

more equitably, and achieve sustainable long-term development.

Keywords: Border Trade, Economic Development, Buketa Subdistrict Municipality
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